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Second Chances
2 Timothy 4:11

 I. Intro
 A. Has someone ever let you down?

 1. Maybe you trusted someone with something private.
 2. Maybe you depended on someone to do something you really needed done.
 3. And maybe that person failed.
 4. How did you react?
 5. Did you give them a second chance?

 B. Maybe you're the one who failed.
 1. Something happened and you didn't come through for someone.
 2. Maybe you let something slip that shouldn't have come out of your mouth.
 3. What was the response you got?
 4. Did they give you a second chance?

 C. The Bible tells us about a man named Mark.
 1. Yes, this is the Mark who wrote the second Gospel of the New Testament.
 2. Mark led an interesting life.
 3. It was one of ups and downs.
 4. Let's take a look at Mark's life.
 5. In the life of Mark, we learn about our great God of second chances.
 6. And as we take this look at Mark, you may find that you have a second chance with the Lord.

 II. Let's take a look at Mark’s Early Life.
 A. He was possibly In the Garden of Gethsemane.

 1. In Mark 14:51, Mark added a strange side note to Jesus’ arrest in Gethsemane.
 2. Many scholars believe that Mark was referring to himself.
 3. If that’s true, Mark begin early in life in the presence of Jesus Christ.

 B. We see him With the Early Church.
 1. In Acts 12, when Peter was about to be executed, the church was praying for him.
 2. In verse 11, we find out that the church was gathered at the house of Mark and his mother.
 3. Mark was right in the thick of the building of the first church.

 C. He Went with Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem.
 1. In the last part of Acts 12, we learn that Paul and Barnabas carried Mark with them back to Antioch.
 2. Something about Mark impressed Paul and Barnabas.
 3. Mark’s Christian life and his zeal must have caught the eye of the great disciple, Paul.
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 D. He was A Missionary in Cyprus.
 1. Paul’s first missionary journey began as a trio.
 2. Mark went along as Paul and Barnabas’ assistant.
 3. He saw the power of God work as they traveled through the island.
 4. He saw a man struck blind for opposing the work of the Lord.
 5. He saw the highest governmental official accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
 6. He witnessed the great power of the gospel to bring people to salvation.

 E. But Then Something Goes Wrong.
 1. In Acts 13:13, we’re told that Mark left Paul and Barnabas and headed home.
 2. What happened to Mark?
 3. Did he get homesick?
 4. Did he get scared?
 5. Did he not like the hardships that came with serving the Lord?
 6. All we know is that Mark left the mission and headed home.

 III. Mark Became a Disappointment.
 A. He caused division between Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:36-41).

 1. When Paul and Barnabas got ready for their 2nd missionary journey, Barnabas wanted to try Mark 
again.

 2. Paul insisted that Mark had abandoned them and their work and was not worthy to go again.
 3. The disagreement was so great that these two great men of God split up over Mark.

 B. The last we hear he is with Barnabas.
 1. Mark went with Barnabas.
 2. The Bible tells us in Acts 15:39 that Mark sailed with Barnabas, and he sailed off into obscurity.

 C. He is not mentioned again for years.
 1. We hear nothing else of Mark for at least 20 years.

 IV. Mark makes a Comeback.
 A. We find Mark with Paul (Colossians 4:10).

 1. Paul calls Mark a fellow-laborer (Philemon 24).
 2. Paul considers Mark useful to his ministry (2 Timothy 4:11).
 3. He is serving with Peter in Rome (1 Peter 5:13).
 4. Tradition tells us Mark has a great ministry later in Egypt.
 5. Mark was chosen by God to write down the Gospel of Mark.
 6. Somewhere down the line Mark determined not to be a flash in the pan.
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 7. At some point, Mark re-evaluated his commitment to the Lord and decided to do something about 
it.

 8. He didn’t want to be known as the Christian who started out strong and them just faded away.
 9. Mark stood up and sold out to the Lord.
 10. The last words we have about Mark was not that he was useless, but that he was useful for the work 

of the Lord (2 Timothy 4:11).

 V. Here's some Life Lessons from the Life of Mark.
 A. A good Christian start is only the beginning.

 1. Mark seemed to have a strong start in his Christian walk.
 2. He may have spent time with Jesus Himself and he was active in the first church.
 3. But the Christian life is more than just starting well.
 4. Praise the Lord that He has given us the free gift of salvation!
 5. But out initial salvation is not the end, it is only the beginning.
 6. We have not completed our salvation when we accept Christ by faith.
 7. Our initial experience is just the entrance on the road.
 8. Many never move past the initial salvation.
 9. Those who never move farther are missing out on the greatest blessings that follow.

 B. We alone are responsible for moving forward in our Christian life.
 1. Mark was on mission with two of the greatest Christians ever, Paul and Barnabas.
 2. But being surrounded by such great men didn’t guarantee Mark’s relationship with the Lord.
 3. I love being around strong Christians; talking to them and just enjoying their company.
 4. They are strong influences in my life.
 5. But they can’t walk my Christian walk with the Lord.
 6. I am responsible for seeking the Lord with all my heart, soul, body, and mind.
 7. We don’t grow closer to the Lord through osmosis with others, but by continually deepening our 

relationship with Him.
 C. Christians can become disinterested and may draw back from the demands and hardships of serving the  

Lord.
 1. When things of this world become a greater concern than our walk with the Lord, we can lose our 

desire to seek and serve the Lord.
 2. When things get a little tough, we start looking for easier ways.
 3. When we come to a point in our lives when the Lord demands something from us, some rebel at the 

Lord’s authority and pull back in their relationship with Him.
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 4. So many times I’ve seen people fired up about the Lord only to flame out when God’s way interferes 
with their own agenda.

 5. As big as God is, He can be crowded out in the lives of Christians who lose their focus on Him.
 D. Christians can become a disappointment.

 1. In the past, I've known many Christians who have brought shame to the name of the Lord and 
disappointed those who looked to them.

 2. In just the past couple of weeks, I've heard of one who destroyed a church with his revelations.
 3. We all know of Christians who have disappointed us.

 E. Christians can be restored.
 1. Think about Mark’s journey back to Jerusalem when he left Paul and Barnabas.
 2. Think about what he may have told the church at Jerusalem when he returned.
 3. Think about the mind of Mark after his return.
 4. He could have just faded away, back into the world.
 5. He could have written off this Christianity thing and moved on.
 6. But it’s apparent that he couldn’t let it go.
 7. It’s apparent that God would not quit pursuing him.
 8. Mark came back to the Lord and the Lord took him back.
 9. Maybe you’re in the position Mark must have been in when he got back to Jerusalem.
 10. Maybe you just can’t shake God’s constant pull back to Him.
 11. You can return to Him and He will take you back.

 F. Christians have a another chance to do great things for the Lord.
 1. Restoration is waiting for you.
 2. You can repent of your unfaithfulness to the Lord.
 3. You can turn back to Him and seek Him again.
 4. When you turn back, God will know your heart and He will forgive you and take you back with 

open arms.
 5. God is the God of second chances.
 6. God still has great plans for your life and you still have time.

This sermon is by Rob Westbrook.

This sermon comes from the book Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 4. You can find out more about this book and all books in the series at 
http://busypastorsermons.com.
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Sermon Outlines
for Busy Pastors

52 Complete Sermon Outlines for All Occasions

For today's busy pastor, who often has more to do than time to do it, these books are for you. Each book contains 52 complete  
sermon outlines, with detailed exposition and depth.

All outlines are taken directly from the author's notes used in the pulpit each week. Take and use them as they are, or allow them to  
spur your thoughts in other directions.

All outlines have been studied over, prayed over, and preached in the local church. There's no filler material here. Take these outlines  
and use them, to make the most of your time, and to make much of Jesus.

Sign up for our newsletter to keep up with the latest series news and release dates at: http://busypastorsermons.com.
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Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 1

Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 1

Fifty-two complete sermon outlines for all occasions, including holidays and a five part sermon series: Turning the World Upside  
Down from Acts 17:1-6.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.

Titles and Scripture References
1. You've Been Here Long Enough - Deuteronomy 2:1-7
2. He is God - Mark 14:55-65
3. World History - Genesis 1:1
4. Meeting the Challenge - Romans 10:13-17
5. The Way It Really Is - Isaiah 6:1-9
6. Why? - John 9:1-5
7. Lessons from Ephesus - Ephesians 1:1-3
8. Stairway to Heaven - Genesis 28:10-19
9. What is Your Definition of Success? - Luke 12:13-21
10. Real Faith - 1 Samuel 13:23-14:14
11. He's Still Jesus - Matthew 11:1-6
12. Jesus, Our Reconciliation - Romans 5:6-11
13. What If There Had Been No Resurrection? - 1 Corinthians 15:1-20
14. The Lord's Supper - Luke 22:14-20
15. Commitment Requirements - Matthew 26:36-46
16. Law and Grace - John 8:2-12
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17. Your Biography - James 4:14
18. Be Single-Minded - Matthew 6:19-24
19. Come Back to God - Hosea 11:1-11
20. The Influence of Mothers - 2 Timothy 1:1-6
21. The Message of Jesus - Mark 1:14-15
22. The Rule of the Temporary and the Eternal - Philippians 4:4
23. Be Encouraged - Romans 8:31-39
24. Skeletons in the Closet - Matthew 1:1-17
25. Men on Fire - Daniel 3:1-30
26. Judas - Luke 6:12-16
27. Forgiveness - Matthew 18:21-22
28. Repentance Toward Revival - 2 Samuel 11:1-5
29. Revival Conditions - 2 Chronicles 7:13-15
30. A Revival for God's Army - 1 Samuel 17:4-11
31. The Work Required - John 6:28-29
32. Five Steps to Spiritual Maturity - Hebrews 5:11-6:3
33. A New Creation - 2 Corinthians 5:16-17
34. Where Are You Going? - Galatians 1:13-17
35. Holy Ground - Exodus 3:1-6
36. What Will You Do with Jesus? - Matthew 27:11-22
37. Walk of Faith - John 4:46-54
38. Grace - 2 Samuel 9:1-13
39. Directions - 2 Kings 5:1-15
40. Community Callings - 1 Thessalonians 5:14
41. Tried and True Faith - 1 Peter 1:6-7
42. What Are You Doing Here? - 1 Kings 19:1-16
43. Thanksgiving - Psalm 103:1-5
44. Reminders - 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
45. Time to Rejoice - Philippians 4:4
46. A Church God Can Use - Colossians 1:1-14
47. He Was Born to Be - 1 John 1:1-3
48. Turning the World Upside Down - Acts 17:1-6
49. Turning the World Upside Down, Question 1 - Acts 17:6
50. Turning the World Upside Down, Question 2 - Acts 17:6
51. Turning the World Upside Down, Question 3 - Acts 17:6
52. Turning the World Upside Down, Question 4 - Acts 17:6

Rob Westbrook – Busy Pastor Sermons – http://busypastorsermons.com

http://busypastorsermons.com/newsletter-sign-up/


8

Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 2

Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 2

Fifty-two complete sermon outlines for all occasions, including holidays. There's also three sermon series: Misconceptions, a seven 
message  series  addressing  misconceptions  about  the  church  and its  functions,  Seriously,  a  four  part  series  looking  at  spiritual  
disciplines, and Xmas: What's Missing in Your Christmas?, a three part series examining the things we are missing during the mad 
rush of Christmas.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.

Titles and Scripture References
1. A Fresh Start - Exodus 2:1-10
2. What Is A Christian? - Acts 11:19-26
3. Abnormal - 1 Peter 2:4-12
4. The Fear of the Lord - Proverbs 1:7
5. The Call, Promise, and Challenge - Numbers 13:26-33
6. The Most Important Exam - 2 Corinthians 13:5
7. Requirements - Deuteronomy 10:12-22
8. What the Lord Supper Means - 1 Corinthians 11:23-40
9. Just Who Are You? - Colossians 2:6-20
10. Jesus - Our Redemption - Galatians 4:3-7
11. The Tempter and Us - Genesis 3:1-7
12. Jesus - The Propitiation - Romans 3:21-26
13. What's the Point of a Right Life? - Romans 12:1-2
14. A Church in Trouble - Revelation 3:14-22
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15. Palm Sunday – Jesus Isn't Always What We Want Him to Be - Romans 3:21-26
16. The Sacrifice of Atonement - Romans 3:21-26
17. Out of the Blue - Matthew 27:15-26
18. Chasing - Psalm 63:1-8
19. A Woman Who Makes a Difference - Acts 9:36-43
20. Messed Up People - Genesis 9:18-23
21. A Matter of Faith - Hebrews 11:1-6
22. What Faith Has to Offer - Hebrews 11:32-40
23. Something to Glory In - Jeremiah 9:23-24
24. One Eye on the Enemy and One on the Wall - Nehemiah 4:13-17
25. By Our Love - John 13:31-35
26. Crime and Punishment - Leviticus 24:10-16
27. Follow Jesus or Bust - Luke 9:57-62
28. A Challenge from God - Malachi 3:6-12
29. Because of Others - Mark 2:1-5
30. Hope - Mark 5:24-34
31. Purpose in Problems - Matthew 14:22-33
32. Repentance - Matthew 6:25-33
33. Reasons for Our Thanksgiving - Colossians 1:1-6
34. Church on Fire - Acts 2:1-4
35. Church on Fire - Fan the Flames - 2 Timothy 1:5-7
36. The Name of Jesus - Philippians 2:5-11
37. When Did Christmas Begin? - 1 Peter 1:18-21
38. Memorial - Joshua 4:1-7
39. Misconceptions - The Church - Matthew 16:18
40. Misconceptions - Worship - John 4:19-26
41. Misconceptions - Discipleship - Luke 9:23-24
42. Misconceptions - Ministry - 1 Peter 4:10
43. Misconceptions - Evangelism - Acts 1:8
44. Misconceptions - Missions - Acts 1:8
45. Misconceptions - Fellowship - Acts 2:42-47
46. Seriously - Exercise Naked - 1 Timothy 4:6-10
47. Seriously - The Simple Life - 2 Corinthians 11:2-4
48. Seriously - Peace and Quiet - Psalm 46:1-11
49. Seriously - Surrender - Philippians 2:3-8
50. Xmas: What's Missing in Your Christmas? - Amazement - Genesis 3:15
51. Xmas: What's Missing in Your Christmas? - The Supernatural - Matthew 1:18-25
52. Xmas: What's Missing in Your Christmas? - Reflection and Perspective - Luke 2:19
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Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 3

Sermon Outlines for Busy Pastors: Volume 3

This book offers the busy pastor 52 complete sermon outlines (see titles and scripture references below) with detailed exposition and 
depth - over 250 pages worth. All sermon outlines are taken directly from the author's sermon notes used in the pulpit to preach  
from each week. Take these sermon outlines as they are, as a foundation for building your sermon, or allow them to spur your 
thoughts in other directions.

There are six complete sermon series outlines, plus sermon outlines for communion, a baby dedication, a wedding ceremony, and a  
funeral outline.

All sermon outlines have been studied over, prayed over, and preached in the local church. There's no filler material here. Take these  
sermon outlines and use them to make the most of your time, and to make much of Jesus.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.

Sermon Outlines - Titles and Scripture References
1. Fresh - Mark 1:16-20
2. Fresh - Worship - Isaiah 1:12-17
3. Fresh - The Word - Acts 18:9-10
4. Fresh - Courage - Joshua 1:1-9
5. Fresh - Mission - Matthew 28:19-20
6. Fresh - Perspective - 2 Kings 6:13-17
7. Fresh - Church - Matthew 16:18
8. Fresh - Gospel - 1 Corinthians 15:1-4
9. Rooted - The Bible - 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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10. Rooted - What is God Like? - Genesis 1:1
11. Rooted - The Trinity - Deuteronomy 4:35
12. Rooted - Prayer - Matthew 6:8
13. Rooted - Angels, Demons, Spiritual Warfare - 2 Kings 6:15-17
14. Rooted - Baptism and Communion - Acts 10:47-48
15. Rooted - Sin - Isaiah 59:1-8
16. Rooted - Jesus Christ - Matthew 1:18
17. Rooted - Resurrection and Ascension - 1 Corinthians 15:13-19
18. Rooted - Becoming a Christian - 2 Thessalonians 2:14
19. Rooted - Sanctification, Perseverance, Assurance - Romans 6:18
20. Rooted - Death - Romans 8:1
21. Rooted - When Jesus Returns - John 14:1-3
22. Rooted - The Final Judgement - Romans 2:5
23. Rooted - Heaven - John 14:1-3
24. Great Commission - Our Commission - Matthew 28:16-20
25. Great Commission - Why Go? - Matthew 28:16-20
26. Great Commission - Where Do We Go? - Matthew 28:16-20
27. Great Commission - How We Make Disciples - Matthew 28:16-20
28. Great Commission - In Practice - Matthew 28:16-20
29. Church Revolution - Uprising or Revolution? - John 6:67-68
30. Church Revolution - Revolution Heart - Luke 10:25-37
31. Church Revolution - Don't Waste Your Life - Romans 6:13
32. Church Revolution - Called to Revolution - Genesis 12:1-4
33. Church Revolution - Revolution Boot Camp - Romans 12:2
34. Church Revolution - Take Up the Cross - Luke 9:21-26
35. Church Revolution - Finale - Luke 10:25-37
36. Harvest - Sent to Harvest - Luke 10:1-2
37. Harvest - Sowing the Seeds - Mark 4:26-29
38. Harvest - What It's Really All About - Revelation 7:9-10
39. Disciple - What is a Christian? - Acts 11:19-26
40. Disciple - What is a Disciple? - Luke 9:23-24
41. Disciple - Become a Disciple - Matthew 4:18-22
42. Disciple - Abide - John 15:1-5
43. Disciple - The Practical Stuff - Luke 9:23
44. Disciple - The Word - John 8:31-32
45. Disciple - Prayer - John 15:7
46. Disciple - Fellowship - John 13:34-35
47. Disciple - Witness - John 15:8
48. Disciple - Service - John 15:13
49. Disciple - Making Disciples - Matthew 28:18-20
50. Communion - So What? - 1 Corinthians 15:12-19
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51. Baby Dedication - Psalm 127:3
52. A Wedding Ceremony - Genesis 2:21-24
53. A Funeral Message - Psalm 116:15
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An Examination of the Practice of Ordination in Southern Baptist Churches

An Examination of the Practice of Ordination
in Southern Baptist Churches

Ordination has always been an important ritual in most churches and denominations, particularly Southern Baptists churches. But  
where did the practice of ordination originate? Does ordination have any biblical basis? Can we point to Scripture passages that  
define the why and how of ordination?

This book attempts to answer those questions on ordination, examining both the traditional and biblical backgrounds. For those 
searching for answers on ordination, this book will help you get started on your quest.

This book has been extensively researched and fully noted. Also included is a large annotated bibliography, for conducting your own 
research. An Examination of the Practice of Ordination in Southern Baptist  Churches is  a tremendous source on the topic of  
ordination.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.
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The Journeys of Elijah in 1 Kings 17 and 18

The Journeys of Elijah
In 1 Kings 17 and 18

Take and in–depth look at the towns and geography where the prophet Elijah once roamed. Become acquainted with the lands of 
King Ahab and Jezebel. The Journeys of Elijah in I Kings 17 and 18 delve into the surroundings of Elijah, both his hometown, and 
the hiding spots where he later fled to escape Jezebel.

This book will provide you with a scholarly layer of background information for your studies of this important Old Testament  
prophet. Dig deeper with The Journeys of Elijah in I Kings 17 and 18.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.
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The Mormon Doctrine of God and Polytheism

The Mormon Doctrine
of God and Polytheism

With the recent publicity of Mitt Romney's faith, how exactly does his Mormon beliefs square up with traditional Christianity? For  
quite a few years the Mormon church has worked to present itself as a mainline, orthodox Christian denomination. But is that true? 
Does the Mormon doctrine of God, the most fundamental doctrine of Christianity, line up with that of orthodox Christianity?

The Mormon Doctrine of God and Polytheism examines the Latter Day Saints' doctrine of God, and compares it to the Bible and 
traditional Christian doctrine. The findings may surprise you.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.
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Jehovah's Witnesses and Orthodoxy

Jehovah's Witnesses and Orthodoxy

How do the Jehovah's Witnesses beliefs line up with those of orthodox Christianity? What are their beliefs on the deity of Christ? 
The Holy Spirit? What do they believe about death and hell?

Jehovah's Witnesses and Orthodoxy gives you a background of the Jehovah's Witnesses and their beliefs about important, non-
negotiable Christian beliefs.

Available now in paperback and all eBook formats at all major online bookstores.
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About the Author

About the Author

Rob Westbrook became a follower of Jesus Christ at the later age of thirty. Called into the preaching ministry at thirty–two, Rob 
attended New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, earning a Bachelors of Arts degree in Pastoral Ministry. He later earned forty–
six hours toward a Masters of Divinity degree.

Rob became pastor of his first church, Hebron Baptist Church, in Amite County, Mississippi, in 1998, while attending seminary. By 
2002 the time commitments to both seminary and the church became strained, and Rob chose to leave seminary behind for the  
church. Around 2005, God began preparing him for planting a new church. He left his first church pastorate in 2006 to become a 
church planter in his hometown of Amory, Mississippi. LifePointe Church had its first service in January 2008. Rob currently serves 
there, at LifePointe Church.

Rob has been married to Teresa for almost 23 years. He and Teresa have one daughter, Lauren, who is engaged to Brandon Britt.  
They will be married in March 2013.
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